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By EDWARD COWAN

WASHINGTON (UPI), — For
most of the néarly 5 ‘nﬁllioh per-
sons who work for the United
States government, life - goes on
pretty much as before even though
a new President has_office.

In the whole federal establish-
‘ment there are’ only’ about 5,000
patronage and policy jobs to which
Presidenf-elect John F. Kennedy
‘can appoint the faithful fmd the

LY

{able. . »
' Half the other 99.9 per cent of

military forces. The rest are civil-
ians under civil service or some
other “merit” employment system.
Ranging from porters to cafeferia
cooks, forest rangers, diplomatic
code clerks, air traffic' controllers
and countless lawyers and sci-
entists, few will change jobs or
leave government service because
of the change of man and political
party in control of the White House.

Kennedy - already has made con-
siderable headway  in appointing
the high officials who will help
shape policy and guide aetivities.

It will be a long time — more
than a year — before Kennedy and
his aides fill the estimated 5,000
jobs available to -tbe President.
10ne reason it will t4ke so long
is the sheer enotmity of screen-
ting applicants and matching
‘them to the jobs.

A second reason is that not all
the jobs are immediately available.
iFor example, the President ap-
ipoints members of the regulatory
lagencies, such as the Civil Aero-
nautics Board and the Interstate
Commerce Commission. It is nor-
mal for commissioners to serve un-
til their terms expire. Usually only
one seat on an agency conies up
each year.
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theveountry, all appointed by the

| permanently. So the President can
\narfie postmasters only as incum.
tgfnt's die, _retire or resign. .,

“Kennedy has
saK A retamomen i jugh
governmenl olfice who mig _oth-
erwise. resign, s%%ﬁ as FBE Direc-

tor J. Edgar Hoover and Narcotics
Commissioner Harry J. Anslinger.
Qikegs have been around Washing-

ton fewer years but still Rayg Egh—
stapti jops for compe-
i e, Kennedy i

of the budget. '
: Of the 2.4 million civilian em-
.ployes of the three branches of
:government, about 36 per cent fall
{under the Civil Service System and
‘can be removed from their jobs
only for cauge. Other “merit” sys-
‘tems govern the hiring, promoiion
.and firing of most other employes.
iSeparate_merit sysiems are Cen-
;tral Intelfigence Agency, Tennessee
iValley Authority, foreign. service,
'Atomic Energy Commission, Pub-
lic Health Service and other agen-
cies.
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| *Msgre are 35,000 postmasters in.

'Président. Buf éach is appointed .



